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SUBJECT: ECUADOR OIL SALE TO COSTA RICA 

1 . WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT PRESS REPORTS THAT ECUADOR 
WOULD SELL CRUDE OIL TO COSTA RICA, JORGE VILLALOBOS, 
OPERATIONS MANAGER EOR THE STATE-OWNED REEINERY (RECOPE), 
STATED THAT RECOPE INTENDED TO BUY 60,000 BARRELS OF 
CRUDE FROM ECUADOR IN THE NEAR FUTURE. VILLALOBOS 
EXPLAINED THAT THE REFINERY WANTED TO TEST THE ECUADOREAN 
CRUDE TO SEE WHAT PRODUCT MIX IT WOULD YIELD. HE ADDED 
THAT THE CRUDE HAS A GRAVITY OF 31 DEGREES API. THE PRICE 
PER BARREL IS ABOUT $12.25. 

2. SIXTY THOUSAND BARRELS REPRESENTS ONLY 3 PERCENT OE 
THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF CRUDE THAT COSTA RICA PURCHASED IN 
1975 FROM VENEZUELA. THE DECISION TO TRY ECUADOREAN CRUDE 
MAY INDICATE THAT COSTA RICA INTENDS TO SHOP AROUND EOR 
OTHER SOURCES OF CRUDE. 

3. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
THAT QUITO CAN PROVIDE ON THE TRANSACTION. 

TODMAN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SAN JO 03454 151349Z 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, SALES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14 JUL 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976SANJO03454 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760273-0170 
From: SAN JOSE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760759/aaaabzvq.tel 

Line Count: 60 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 5 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 5 JUL 2004 by coburnhb; APPROVED <27 OCT 2004 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ECUADOR OIL SALE TO COSTA RICA 
TAGS: ENRG, ETRD, CS, EC 
To: STATE OUITO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



